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Participant Learning Hierarchy 

The development of this project was facilitated by Grant Number E!!/CCU524062-01 from the Centers 
of Disease Control and Prevention and other charitable organizations. The ongoing efforts of the project 
are primarily and currently supported through a grant from the Center for Exceptional Learners, Indiana Department 
of Education under Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (P.L. 108-446). Its con-

The diagram below represents two things. First, that learning to interact and work 
with individuals with autism spectrum disorders requires multiple levels of train-
ing, ranging from didactic (i.e., lecture based) experiences to hands-on application 
to ongoing coaching and mentoring experiences. Since we believe strongly that 
learning needs to occur in multiple ways, multiple settings, and with multiple indi-
viduals, we have developed a program to address these various levels of learning. 
The left side of the diagram represents the levels of learning and the right side 
represents the HANDS in Autism programs which address each of these levels of 
learning. As these levels are a hierarchy, each level builds upon the learning strate-
gies below it. Each program is listed next to the highest level of learning met by its 
activities. 
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